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'Time of jihad' 
05:45 PM CDT on Saturday, June 18, 2005 
Historian BAT YE'OR, who has done pioneering work on the historical experience of non-Muslims living under Islamic rule, warns that rising Islamic immigration, coupled with conciliatory European attitudes, is slowly transforming the Continent into part of the Arab world. William F. Katz spoke with her at her home in Switzerland. 

Question: In your new book Eurabia, you describe how people are slowly beginning to recognize terrorism and anti-Semitism – but that most people do not understand that this behavior suits the needs of some organized groups, including Muslim states, the political left and some groups within the Christian Church. 

Answer: Yes, but not everyone has the same goal. The Church doesn't want to destroy Christianity or Western civilization. But some in the Church want to destroy Israel. And they don't dare proclaim it overtly after the Shoah. 

They have found it convenient instead to ally themselves with the Muslims under the Palestinian flag – and by promoting the Palestinian vision and goal to bring about the demise of the state of Israel. 

There is a very strong movement in the [European] church now, especially the Anglican Church, that would like to separate Christianity from Judaism because Israel is so hated. The rejection of Israel and the Jews is so visceral in some circles that those elements in the Church want to link Christianity to Islam – with the Muslim Jesus, and not with the Jewish Jesus – even though by doing so Christianity will be destroyed and Islamized. 

Question: Can you tell me a little more about those who share your ideas in Europe? I think many American Jews view Europe as almost a lost cause. 

Answer: The question is not how to save Europe, but how to save America. The same process that I have observed in Europe, starting with the Arab Palestinian subversion in the universities, I can see developing in America. 

As for my friends, believing Christians or atheists fighting Judeophobia, they are aware of the Jewish and Christian trials under dhimmitude, which continues now for Christians in Muslim countries. They are aware of the jihadist terror war against Israel and America, and of European complacency in the face of – and even collusion with – jihadi forces. 

But they are powerless because the policy of denial, of anti-Zionism, Judeophobia and anti-Americanism cannot be changed anymore for reasons linked to Europe's domestic and foreign policies. Europe has been subverted peacefully. 

Question: It seems that those who stand up to tyranny in the Muslim world are often attacked as "insulting Islam." Are you threatened for your views? 

Answer: Allegedly I am an "Islamophobe" just because I mention historical realities. Muslims are accustomed to an Islamic version of history in which infidels are the cause of all evils. A critical interpretation by non-Muslims is rejected as Islamophobic. Only this Islamic version exists in Muslim countries, hence, Muslim immigrants in the West are scandalized to hear a Christian, Jewish, Hindu or other version of their history, from their victim point of view, and they try to impose in the West the criteria of the Islamic version – in other words, to condition the West in thinking that jihad and dhimmitude mean peace and justice. 

We are now living in a time of jihad. Except for Turkey, the Muslim world has not developed another type of relationship with the non-Muslim world. In general, it relates to Jews, Christians, Hindus and others as infidels. And even if it is not said, this is proven by their laws, their interpretation of history, their policies, the declarations of illustrious clerics, the nearly unanimous admiration for bin Laden and the execration of the West. Their elite does not want to envisage other interpretations of their scriptures. 

Now there is also a peaceful jihad – which will engulf the West, like it has done in Europe, with the help of the elite, the politicians, the intellectuals. Or we shall suffer from a terrorist jihad if we refuse to submit and insist on maintaining our values. The West isn't prepared because it doesn't understand jihad. 

Question: Daniel Pipes' slogan is "Fundamentalist Islam is the enemy; moderate Islam is the solution." But do you think there is hope for change? 

Answer: I know moderate and brilliant Muslims, but I do not know of a school of thought, represented by teaching and publications, followed by millions of Muslims, called "moderate Islam." 

Everyone hopes for a change, including Muslims. I never say "never." 

But I think that changes will emerge if we start discussing these issues instead of hiding them under the carpet, and if we take measures to protect ourselves and become aware of language manipulation, like, for instance, pretending that jihad means peace and justice. 

We should also support secular and modernist Muslims who are also targeted and hope desperately for our help and encouragement. 

Question: Should Turkey be admitted into the European Union? Some argue this would help foster moderate Islam, but others argue Turkey may be a Trojan horse. What do you think? 

Answer: It would be a mistake to admit Turkey because only an elite is secular and faithful to [founder of the Turkish Republic] Kemal Ataturk's vision. Bringing Turkey into the EU would only increase social, political and religious tensions. 

Arguing that in doing so, Europe will save the soul of Islam, is nonsense. 

Muslims must decide on their own reforms. Everything that will be imposed from the exterior will be rejected. 

Europe is ill. It has to save itself. If Turks need to modernize and secularize, they can do it by themselves. Remember that Ataturk did not require help from the West for his reforms. 

We are heading toward turbulent times. Racism, xenophobia and anti-Jewish paranoia are developing as a result of cynical and irresponsible policies rooted in anti-Americanism, Israelophobia, petro dollars and pusillanimous illusions of grandeur. 

William F. Katz is associate professor in the School of Behavioral and Brain Sciences at the University of Texas at Dallas. His e-mail address is wkatz500@hotmail.com. You may e-mail Bat Ye'or through www.dhimmitude.org. 

What is 'dhimmitude'? 

Dhimmitude is a term coined by Bat Ye'or, an Egyptian-born Jewish historian who was exiled from her native country in late 1957. The word derives from "dhimmi," the Arabic term meaning "protected," and refers to the legal and social conditions of Jews and Christians living under Islamic rule. 

According to the Quran, Jews and Christians are "people of the book" and are to be respected by Muslim conquerors. But if they refuse conversion, they must accept legally defined second-class citizenship, as mandated by Islamic law. In Bat Ye'or's usage, dhimmitude is the Islamic system, formal and informal, of governing non-Muslim populations conquered by jihad, or Islamic holy war. It also describes the state of mind of conquered non-Muslim peoples and their relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims at the theological, social, political and economic levels. 

According to Bat Ye'or, jihad followed by dhimmitude is the process through which Islamic conquerors crushed or otherwise oppressed – and still do – indigenous non-Muslim cultures, in part through measures that deny them equal status under the law. In Egypt today, for example, indigenous Christians cannot build or repair churches without state approval, resulting in an effective ban on church activity. In Saudi Arabia and Iran, the law prescribes the death penalty for Muslims who convert to Christianity. 

Her books are controversial. Some historians view them as more political than scholarly, though others, like the eminent British historian Sir Martin Gilbert, who calls her the "acknowledged expert on the plight of Jews and Christians in Muslim lands," esteem her work. 

Her most controversial contention is leveled in her recent book Eurabia: The Euro-Arab Axis (Fairleigh Dickinson, 2005): that Europe is being Islamized and "drifting toward dhimmitude" as the result of conscious policies adopted by European powers, especially France, intended to curry favor with the Arab world at the expense of the United States. She asserts that European leaders today make unusual efforts to cater to the sensibilities of outspoken Muslim minorities and to silence criticism of Islamic views. 

Recent examples of "dhimmitude drift" would include the proposed law in Britain, strongly backed by Muslim leaders, which would curtail criticism of religion, and the May criminal indictment in Italy of journalist and commentator Oriana Fallaci on charges of defaming Islam. 

Sources: "Islam and Dhimmitude: Where Civilizations Collide" (2002) and "The Decline of Eastern Christianity Under Islam" (1996), both by Bat Ye'or. 
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